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Four Olivet profes
sors have been named to be
department heads. The new
department heads include: Dr.
Vickie Trylong, modem
langages, and Dr. George
Lyons, biblical literature,
acting chairmen will be Prof.
Vincent Arnold, history, and
Prof. Judy Whitis, English.
•••
Olivet alumni
pledges reached the $64,000
mark this spring in the annual
phone-a-thon. Scholarships
to Olivet students are funded
by the money earned through
this traditional fundraiser.
•••

Dr. Michael Wiese,
business division, successfully
defended his doctoral disserta
tion on April 10 at Loyola
University of Chicago. Dr.
Wiese received his bachelor's
degree from Olivet and his
master's from Oral Roberts
University.
•••
This year WONU
earned $23,170 in pledges in
its annual Share-A-Thon
April 14-23, an increase of
more than $3,000 from last
year. Most of the money
will go for scholarships for
students who work at the
station.

Johnston talks about the issues
that are killing today's teens
D avid Y ounger
S taff W riter

. Rev. Jerry Johnston, au
thor and internationally ac
claimed lecturer, spoke at Olivet’s
Chalfant Auditorium April 20 on
the topic of teen suicide and drug
abuse.
Johnston spoke at five area
high schools before taking the
stage at 7:30 p.m., addressing a
crowd that filled the auditorium.
Johnston’s “life expose” lecture
addressed current tragedies of the
American teenager as well as his
own personal life.
Johnston’s burden for
teens has led him to crusade across
the country lecturing to as many
audiences as possible with the in
tent, according to Johnston, to
“lead as many teens to make the
life changing decision to accept
Christ into their lives.”
Johnston, who was once a
drug user himself, can relate to
teenage drug users. Johnston was
hospitalized twice as a teen for
drug use. “I am not here to talk
down to you, I’ve been there,”
said Johnston. He went on to say,
”1 was alone, there was no one I
could talk to. I was burned out. I
only weighed 68 pounds.
“The number one teen kil

ler in the U.S. is alcohol. Alcohol
is a teenage epidemic with over
3.3 million teenage alcoholics,”
he explained. Johnston went on to
give seven warning signs of po
tential suicide victims:
•suicide threats
•drug and alcohol abuse
•moodiness and or with
drawal from society
•the loss of a close family
member or friend
•giving away of precious
possessions
•depression
•suicide notes or writings
“Over 6,500 teenagers kill
themselves every year-that is one
teenager every 90 minutes,” said
Johnston, as he pointed out that
suicide is the second leading teen
killer in the United States.
Johnston is scheduled to
speak at 42 locations in the United
States and Canada.
Johnston’s book 'Why
Suicide?” focuses on how to d e i
with teen suicide. In it he de
scribes signals to be aware of, such
as isolation from family and
friends, mood swings or drastic
changes in behavior and personal
ity. Portions of this book are
included in the basis of his lecture
and testimony.

Rev. Jerry Johnston thanks Rev. Mike Shinn, youth pastor at College
Church of the Nazarene, at last Thursday night's rally in Chalfant
Auditorium. Rev. Johnston's visit to the area was sponsored in part by
the College Church of the Nazarene. (GlimmerGlass photo by Jeff Keys)

Schedule of Graduation Activities

- ‘tt

Sat. May 6

Sun. May 7

3 p.m.

Reception for Master’s candidates
and spouses; Hardy C. Powers
President's Home

5 p.m.

Phi Delta Lambda Honor Society
dinner; Ludwig Center

7:30 p.m.

Commencement Concert

5 p.m.

Baccalaureate Sermon, Dr.
Leslie Parrott; Chalfant Audito
rium
Reception for bachelor's and
associate’s degrees candidates;
Benner Library (following
Baccalaureate)

Mon. May 8 9:30 a.m.

Commencement Convocation,
Dr. B.G. Wiggs, Chairman of
the Olivet Board of Trustees;
Esplanade between Milby Clock
Tower and Strickler Planetarium
(vyeather permiting)

O p in io n s

D o n ’t M

e s s

w it h

O u r A id

S p ir it u a l L if e :

1988-89

p a g e 2/G limmer G lass-A p r i l 27 ,1 9 8 9

Nunn-McCurdy Wrapping up the year:
is a bad idea
Spiritual Life Report
§1 For many students - both here at Olivet and at -I
other colleges and universities - federal financial aid
is the only way they can afford to attend college. ..
With the rising cost of tuition financial aid plays .
even more of a key role in the availability of a I
college education to low- or middle-income stu
dents.
8
§
I I Now a proposal is before Congress that would
change the way students receive that aid. The NunnMcCurdy bill, which is currently being considered
in Congress, would require that students take part in
military or community service before they could get!
federal financial aid. The student would serve either
one or two years after which he would receive a
,
“service voucher,” which would entitle him to finan|
cial aid.
•' •
S
■S-r We think this is a bad idea. One problem is 1
that it would create a “class” system in which richer
students wouldn’t have to put in service, since they ]
can already afford college, while poorer students
would. Another problem would be those who are ■
physically unfit for such service, or those who m or-|
ally object to military service.
....
p i ll There are other bills before Congress that pro*|
pose giving aid to students who give military or
community service that would not change existing
federal aid programs. This seems to be a better idea
than forcing students to serve for financial aid. Re- y
warding those who participate in military or com- .
munity service is not a bad idea, but trying to bring
about forced volunteerism (a contradiction in terms)
by tying up needed financial aid is.

Olivet Nazarene University
Kankakee, Illinois 60901*0592
(815) 939*5315

G l im m e r G l a s s
The GlimmerGlass office is located on the lower level of iAidwig
Center. This newspaper is a publication of the Associated Students
of Olivet Nazarene University.

The overall effectiveness
of the Spiritual Life program
depends largely on the willing
ness of students to get involved.
Through a committed council
and the network of people in the
various groups, I believe that we
have had an impact on the lives
of many people. It has been
exciting, as we have “fixed our
eyes on Jesus” to see how the
Lord has worked through the
ministries this year. We have
consciously focused on Christ
and served to give Him the
glory for all that was accom
plished.
A committed council is a
vital element for a successful
year. I feel that through their
diligent and dependable work,
things have run smoothly. The
creative and innovative chap
lains have made every effort to
involve more people in class
devotionals and events. Lifesong
and Omega expanded their
groups and ministered to many
people. Evangels became
revitalized in its jail ministry
and continued at the nursing
home and boys’ home. Sunshine
and Urban Ministries changed
some of their focus, but many
churches in Chicago were
touched by their consistent
sharing. PALS small group
Bible studies were encouraging
for many who wished to be
challenged and accountable to a
smaller group. Outreach Minis
tries, again very organized, was
a significant contributor to the
hunger walk and canned food
drive.
New ministry opportuni
ties included On-Campus
Ministries, the Missions-SOS,
and a Discipleship Class. The
OCM council for meeting needs
on campus. They organized our
candle walk/bonfire, prayer
breakfasts, a newsletter and the
luncheon with Kankakee Com-,
munity College students. The
Missions-SOS group provided

S p ir it u a l
L ife
B yL iz D uff

several speakers and began to
bring more of an awareness for
what is going on in Nazarene
missions. Our Discipleship
Class, taught by Pastor David
Wine, has been an incredible
experience for those involved. It
also united college students and
College Church members in
some times of meaningful
sharing.
In addition, we decided
to plan some weekend work and
witness trips. This allowed many
different students to experience
working and giving of them
selves to help people in need. In
the fall, we journeyed to the
Shepherd Community Church of
the Nazarene in Indianapolis.
Fifty kids worked diligently,
along with groups from Mount
Vernon Nazarene College and
Anderson University, to prepare
the new homeless drop-in center
for use. During second semester,
we had two different projects.
Brock Schroeder and Urban
Ministries painted the sanctuary
at the Chicago Northside church.
Later in the semester, Scott
Sherwood organized the week
end to Peoria, 111. for an
incredible weekend at Camp
Kearney and the South Side
Mission. The work of these 60
students not only improved the
camp itself, but it also had a
great influence on the commu
nity as three local television
stations and a newspaper carried
their story.
Another exciting event in
our year was the annual Spiritual
Life Retreat during winter
break. As the host school, Olivet
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Painting during the work and witness trip to Indianapolis - one of
many Spiritual Life activities this year, (photo by Liz Duff)

brought 35 students who had a
great time! It was an encourag
ing weekend that really chal
lenged kids to grow spiritually.
Our foreign mission trip
this year will be to Guyana, May
9-23. Dr. David Kale has been
such a blessing in this project;
his guidance and organization
are truly incredible! Eighteen
will be participating in this
venture. We will be involved in
construction, work in the
medical clinic, and ministry in
the churches. We would really
appreciate your prayer support
during our trip.
Prayer Band, our student
services held each Tuesday and
Thursday evening, has continued
to be challenging and uplifting.
This year, we even had Prayer
Band in the gazebo! In conjunc
tion with Prayer Band, we have
also had a student revival (with
Ministerial Fellowship), infor
mative Christian films (i.e.
awareness of the New Age
Movement) and many special
speakers.
Another important contri
bution was the input of the
Spiritual Life Council in several
different chapel services. We
started the year with Spiritual
Life week. Also, we held a
chapel service for Guyan^.
During second semester, we
were able to hear from both
Omega and Lifesong in chapel
services as well as give a
“report” day from the Spiritual
Life Council. We also served as
a support team for the week
Steve Weber came. I believe that
student involvement in chapel is
a very vital ministry. I think that
students have shown that they
are very capable of handling that
responsibility, and I hope that
we will have future opportuni
ties to share in chapel services.
Serving as the V.P. in
charge of Spiritual Life has been
a very rewarding experience. I
have learned much about being
flexible, working with others
and delegating authority. But
most importantly, I have seen
what God can do when I wholly
depend on Him rather than
trying to muddle through on my
own strength. It has truly been a
privilege and honor for me to
hold this position. I am thankful
for what God has done through
people who were willing to give
of themselves. I also would not
be able to present a complete
report if I did not mention that
meeting the Student Ministries
Director from ENC while in
Nampa, Ida. was a definite high
point in my experience as V.P.
of Spiritual Life.
In His Service,
Liz Duff
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A final shot from the Kip...

End of an era: the tearful Graduate
Have you ever gotten up
for a 7:30 class at 7:27, gotten
ready as fast as you could and
arrived a panting, sweating mess
with eyes that looked like Jerry
Cooney’s after a bad fight, only
to find everyone putting their
coats on and leaving? No, you
say? Well, that’s how I feel
anyway. I haven’t been in print
for so long that I forgot how to
operate the computer, and now
I’m reaching into my inner
spirit, pushing myself, rushing
as quickly as I can to write a
column that will actually GET
PRINTED, only in time for my
first column in a month to be
my last. Sniffle and sob with me
... thanks.
Every columnist who is
about to get kicked out of his
syndicate wants his column to be
something poignant, something
that makes his readership cry
and laugh,, riot and party,
plunder and commit mass acts of
deviance. For example, a fivestar National Enquirer reporter
who was getting fired for
travelling to Tripoli and writing
a NEWS story penned this gem
as his final mass-media opus:
ELVIS SIRES THREE
HEADED OTTER BOY:
ALIEN VISITOR IS SUS
PECTED MOM.
The story ran for two
columns on the third page and
the man was committed for three
years. With no pension. He now
works as a weekend anchor for
A Current Affair,
Incapable of such jour
nalistic prowess (as is proven by
my inability to get page space), I
can only communicate to you as
a simple trainee and pray for but
a whimper or a choke from you,
which will probably only happen
because you’re having dinner
while you read.
Our topic today is a very
timely and emotional one, which
needs to be approached because I
can’t think of another one.
Besides the dubious distinction
of having written more un
printed columns than any writer
at Olivet since Abbie Hoffman
(you didn’t even know he wrote

S h o o t in g
From
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here, did you? That’s how many
unprinted columns he had), I am
setting myself apart from the
realm of the typically disre
spected student in this fashion: I
am not going to get a job.
With so many seniors
opting to go out and advance
their career earning potential
(that is, get an above-minimum
wage job) a wave of almost
tangible pressure is seeping out
of them and making a lot of us
nervous. Look any senior in the
eye and ask, “So what are you
doing when you get out?” You
will receive the following
response:
His mouth will twitch
once. His eyes will affix them
selves to the sidewalk, and he
will mumble something incoher
ent. When you ask him to repeat
himself, he will jump as if bitten
by a rabid squirrel and scream,
“WHAT DO YOU WANT
FROM ME, HUH?! I
HAVEN’T EVEN GRADU
ATED YET! GET OUT OF
MY FACE, ALLRIGHT?” He
will continue until you are gone,
then he will go to Ludwig
Center and play a violent video
game for the first time in two
years, living every moment of
the game in his mind.
A handful have jobs lined
up already, but the pathological
jobless seniors don’t care about
them because their jobs are all
via the family tree, and are
menial tasks such as vice presi
dencies and corporate raiding.
I, on the other hand, have
chosen a path of high resistance
to the typical graduate, who is
ready to fire bomb everything
that resembles a classroom or
textbook. I am going to school.
Forever. I want to be a

(snicker... giggle... shh, shh ...)
PROFESSOR. Every time I
have told someone this I’ve gotten another interesting
reaction. Their mouth says,
“That’s really great. Go for it!”
Their eyes say, “Don’t come any
closer. Please don’t hurt me.”
Yes, all of the altruistic
and academic reasons come to
mind, about helping people learn
and doing research on the
Galapagos islands for the
literary benefit of mankind (this
means writing classic best sellers
like Jackie Collins or making
fun of colleagues like Alan
Bloom). But my greatest reason
for becoming a professional
student (which is what "profes
sor" stands for) is something
heartfelt, which I have carried
within me since childhood: I
want my kids to get free tuition.
In the year 3040, when
my loans are all paid, I will look
down from heaven and see my
descendants, who will be stupid.
They will be stupid because in a
revolution in the mid-2070’s all
of the world’s colleges will have
been leveled to baseball infield
consistency by lasers. They will
have been so destroyed because
of rising tuition costs.
Statistics show that it will
cost about $7 million to send my
kid to a really BAD school, with
a name like the Fighting Dish
Towels. He will attend for one
and a half years, draining money
from me faster than a tanker
spill, and get married. He will
be no smarter than when he
started, and he will wreck his car
on the way home, killing the
only thing that will be important
to me at the time: the stereo I let
him borrow.
Thus, in a fit of brilliant
inspiration, I have laid out my
professional plans for life. As
the son or daughter of a profes
sor, my child will receive a
FREE, sing with me, FREE
education. Unless the govern
ment steps in and cancels this
godsend. At which point I will
go make my fortune at the
Enquirer, which will surpass
USA Today as the nation’s most

(photo by Jeff Keys)

respected paper.
I hope you’ve gotten an
emotional roller coaster ride, as
I ’ve been told everything must
be when you are watching
someone graduate. “Oh, look,
it’s the last time he’ll get stuck
on the elevator. Awww, isn’t it
cute; he just stood in line for
four hours for the last time. Oh,
I can’t take it; just LOOK at him
in that cap and gown! (He looks
ridiculous) Oh, I know that, but,

GOODNESS, AREN’T YOU
SO BLASTED PROUD?!!
Well, even if you aren’t
collapsed into a pool of love
tears, I hope you sympathize
with these poor souls who have
been so rallied into capitalistic
conservatism that money cures
their urges. Not all of us have to
go out and get real jobs. I just
wanted to let you know that as
my last shot. That is, if you’ve
even gotten to read this.

(photo by Jeff Keys)

Three facts o f life
for graduates...
So, it’s all come down to
this.
Come May 8, a couple
hundred seniors will wind up
their stay on the beautiful
campus of Olivet Nazarene
University. After four years (or
five, for the especially studious)
of student life, they’ll be outta
here. History. Finis. On another
plane. Smack dab in the middle
of the real world. And a good
number of them might, on some
reflection, ask themselves,
“What, exactly, have I learned?”
Well, although I’ve only
been around ONU for three
years, I feel I’ve already
garnered a few bits of wisdom,
which I’d like to share. Take
notes - there’ll be a quiz later.
1. Life is not fair. No
big surprise there. In fact, most
ONU students probably learned
by their second semester that not
everybody plays by the same
rules. We rarely get what we
want, and we don’t always get
what we deserve. Of course/
that’s not to say that life stinks.
Actually, life can be wonderful,
but it takes knowing you’re
going to be knocked down to
make it easier to get up.
2. Nice guys don’t
always finish la s t Sure, life’s
tough. But that doesn’t mean '
that mowing down everyone in
your path is the best strategy to
beat the system. Nice guys don’t

In t r o , to
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always ride into the sunset with
the girl, but neither are they
consistently tramped on. A good
attitude and selflessness are
noticed in the real world. So,
although nice guys don’t always
win, they tend to get invited to a
lot more races.
3. There is a God. Al
though we claim to be people
who claim to have God at the
center of their lives, some of us
here at ONU forget Him
completely from time to time.
This sort of defeats the purpose
of life. Without God to serve,
our lives would be chaotic. Our
list of priorities would read like
a grocery list with smeared ink.
With Him, there is a reason and
reward for trying.
As you can see, I haven’t
worked out all the details yet.
Maybe that will come in my
senior year. Until then, I know
what I know - 1 guess at the rest.
To the seniors: Good
luck, and I hope you have
learned something here. And do
us a favor - when you reach the
real world, send us a postcard.
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-G rover Brooks
Dean o f Students
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Jack sat in class, nerv
ously tapping his pencil against
his desk, waiting for the right
opportunity to present itself. As
soon as the professor turned her
head, Jack quickly “compared”
answers with a classmate’s pa
per.
A few minutes passed,
and Jack was again ready to
“borrow” another answer. But
this time, as he stole another
glance at his neighbor’s paper,
he hadn’t noticed that the pro
fessor had turned and caught
him in the act!
This has been a common
scene in college and university
classrooms all across the United
States. In some places it has even
grown to the point that it is
almost acceptable to cheat.
Magazines such as Roll
ing Stone regularly feature ad
vertisements that proclaim,
“Term Papers For Sale!” Such
ads seem to ask the student,
“Why waste your time writing a
term paper when we have one
already written for you?”
In some cases the compa
nies placing such ads will offer a
free catalog featuring papers on
every subject imaginable...sort
of a “Term Paper Of The Month
Club.” And students all over the
country are spending money
buying other people’s term pa
pers to get out of writing their
own. Such easy access to the
quick solution reinforces the
notion that it really is okay to
cheat.
Unfortunately, Olivet
has not been immune from the
problem of student cheating.
“Cheating isaproblem at
Olivet just like it is at every
other school,” said Grover

Brooks, Dean of Students at
Olivet. “People think just be
cause we teach with a Christian
purpose that the students do not
cheat, but that’s not true.”
An unofficial survey of
100 Olivet students produced
some startling statistics. The
survey showed that 46 percent
have cheated in one form or
another, ranging from sneaking
a peek during exams to plagerism on research papers, during
their college careers. And all of
the students surveyed said that
they knew of other students who
had cheated in the past
But why do students
cheat? According to Dr. Lottie
Phillips of the English Depart
ment, the problem is usually the
result of the student putting too
much pressure on himself.
“Students do not plan
properly for their papers or
exams,” Dr. Phillips said, “and
there is so much pressure that
they will go to any extreme to
. meet a deadline.
“(But) it is unnecessary
pressure. The insecurity comes
from not enough studying. I
think its desperation of not get-s
ting it done that drives them to
it.”
Dr. John Hawthorne of
the Sociology Department feels
that students do not go into a
class thinking that they are
going to cheat their way through
the semester. “I think students
procrastinate and put papers off
until it’s too late,” Hawthorne
said. “They find themselves
with only a few days to write a
10-page paper and they know
they cannot get it done, so they
ask around to get a paper from a
friend.”
Hawthorne added that he
feels that most students do not
cheat and should be trusted until

circumstances prove otherwise.
But senior Doug Glade dis
agrees.
.
“Almost everyone has
cheated,” Glade said. “Students
leave assignments to the last
minute, and when it comes
down to it they would rather
copy than fail the assignment or
even the class.”
Even Olivet’s religion
courses are not immune to the
lack of classroom ethics, ac
cording to Dr. Ottis.Sayes.
“I’m sure this happens,
especially in Bible classes,”
Sayes admitted. “Because of the
large classes and the kids are
bored, they will do anything to

get the answers.”
The question of how to
deal with cheating has been one
that educators have asked for
years. Dr. Phillips said, “The
professors should sit in the back
of the room, or walk around the
class. This would help cut down
on the temptatiqn to look at
another’s paper.”
Another solution that has
been brought up at Olivet is the
installation of an Honor Code
System. The “Honor Code”
would be a pledge made by all
students upon enrolling to re-,
frain from cheating; students
would also be asked to confront
any classmates they may have
caught in the act of cheating, and

informing the instructor should
the cheating continue after such
a confrontation.
“Many other institu
tions, like law schools, have an "
honor code,” Dean Brooks said
in supporting the idea. “Involv
ing the students would not end
all cheating, but it would help
cut down on the temptations.”
Brooks added that stu
dents who cheat do more than
shortchange themselves and
unfairly affect the averages of
entire classes. They also cast a
dark cloud over the school they
have graduated from. He said
that if a student who cheats
graduates with a high grade
point average and then takes a
job he is unqualified for and is
fired, the employer will think
twice before hiring another
graduate from that school.
“It would be nice to have
a mandatory class on ethics as a
freshman class that would deal
with issues such as cheating,”
Brooks said. “It would be a
start.”

Professors feel that students often don not go into a class with an intent to cheat, but wind up doing
so because of the unnecessary pressure they place upon themselves through procrastination and
insecurity. (GlimmerGloss photo by Jeff Keys.)
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Mandatory service bills draw students' fire
J ohn A . S mall
F eatures E ditor

Imagine the following
scenario: a student just out of
high school wants to go on to
college to further his education
and applies for financial aid.
The government approves the
student’s application, and
agrees to pay for his college
education.
The hitch is that, upon
graduation, that student will
then be required to put in two
years of participation in com
munity or military service.
It may sound like a far
fetched idea to some, but don’t
you believe it. Congressional
proposals to get college students
to perform such service are al
ready being considered even as
you read this. And these propos
als are meeting with mixed reac
tions on campuses all across
America, including here at Ol
ivet.
In particular, a bill intro
duced on Jan. 25 by Sen. Sam
Nunn (D-GA) and Rep. David
McCurdy (D-OK) has served as
a focal point for student activists
who are critical of what they
consider to be coercive and dis
criminatory effects of such pro
posals.
According to informa
tion provided by the National
Student News Service, the
Nunn-McCurdy bill would
phase out all existing finacial aid
programs, mandating participa
tion in community or military
service for all aid recipients. In
exchange for a one- or two-year
commitment to such service,
participants would earn national
service vouchers worth “sub
stantial federal aid for college,,
job training or housing.”
In proposing the bill
Nunn said, “In Congress we
often debate new entitlements;
rarely do we speak of new civic
duties. We believe the time has
come to rectify that imbalance.”
There are similar pro
posals under consideration, in
cluding a bill by Rep. Constance
Morelia (R-MD) that would
provide a federally funded tui
tion reimbursement for students
participating in Peace Corps
training, and a proposal by Sen.
Edward Kennedy (D-MA) to
fund federal grants for commu
nity service programs. But it is
the Nunn-McCurdy bill, with its
call for mandatory military or
community service, which has
captured the attention of student
activists.
The United States Stu
dent Association, a Washing
ton-based group that lobbies on
behalf of student governments,
has voiced its determination to
defeat any bill that links public
service to financial aid. Accord
ing to Janet Lieberman, USSA’s
legislative director, “By tying
national service to student aid in
this way, you are in essence
drafting themost needy students
to do national service. Student
aid should be used for providing
educational opportunity and

educational opportunity alone.”
Sen. Nunn has defended
his bill as a way of freeing stu
dents from the heavy debt bur
den imposed by a federal finan
cial aid system that has shifted
from student grants to loans.
“And let’s not lose sight,” he
said, “that the poor will be the
primary beneficiaries of the
services provided by hundreds
of thousands of new volun
teers.”
Rep. McCurdy added,
“With $200 billion annual defi
cits, (students) should be em
bracing our program because, if
anything, it’s going to carve out
greater benefits over time than
anything that has been pro
posed.”
But early results of opin
ion research seem to indicate
that students are against the bill.
At the University of Minnesota,
the Campus Outreach Opportu
nity League (COOL) is con
ducting “focus groups” to docu
ment student opinion at several
Eastern colleges and universi
ties and send the results of the
study to Congress as a part of
COOL’s lobbying campaign.
Kit Sturgeon, an intern
with COOL, said, “Many feel
strongly there should be needbased aid out there, and this
would eliminate i t Students
don’t want to be pushed or co
erced into participating in na
tional service; they want to be
motivated by a true desire to
serve.”
Reaction at Olivet has
run along much the same lines.
Sophomore Peggy Meyer said
that she felt the bill is “discrimi
natory.”
“I think it’s a bunch of
baloney, putting students in
(national service) who don’t
really want to go in,” Meyer
said. “It’s basically like a draft
ing - it appears to just be a way
of getting more people into the
military. But what criteria are
they going to use in giving out
this aid? The people who can
already afford to go to school
are let off the hook right away,
(and) what about the handi
capped? ”
Junior Steve Sykes
agreed with the draft analogy
put forth by Meyer and Lieber
man, taking it even a step fur
ther.
' “To me it sounds suspi
ciously like the kind of manda
tory service in armed forces that
is used by Soviet-bloc coun
tries,” Sykes said. “I don’tknow
all the details on how it works,
but (in the Soviet countries)
young people are required to
serve a minimum amount of
time in the service, and this
sounds like the same thing being
presented under the guise of
economic gain.
“I’m not opposed to the
draft in a time of war, (but) this
type of mandatory service is
inexcusable in peacetime.”
Students are not the only
ones opposed to the bill. Ac
cording to Cindy Kane, press
secreatry to Rep. McCurdy, ad-

As a member of the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, Olivet Financial
Aid Director Pat Duncan is opposed to passage of the Nunn-McCurdy bill. (GlimmerGlass photo
by Jeff Keys.)
ministrators are also taking a
stand against the NunnMcCurdy proposal. Kane said
that, in recent debate concerning
the bill before the Education and
Labor Committee, administra
tors from four schools - includ
ing Spellman College and
Rutgers University - testified
against the proposal.
>
“I was not there so I
didn’t hear exactly what they
had to say,” Kane told the
GlimmerGlass in a telephone
interview. “But their general
position is that they are leery of
tying student aid to national
service.”
Pat Duncan, Olivet’s
director of financial aid, is a
member pf the National Asso
ciation of Student Financial Aid
Administrators, one of the
strongest lobby groups in Wash
ington D.C. “We’re currently
lobbying against this bill,”
Duncan said. “It’s a bill that
would require a student to make
a commitment, and in some
cases that’s not so bad. But we
already have programs like
this.”
As an example, Duncan
referred to the nursingprogram,
which allows for the students’
cost of attending school to be
covered by a hospital or health
group in exchange for the
student’s services after gradu
ation, and the ROTC program.
But Duncan feels that making
such voluntary programs man
datory would be a mistake.
“For example, what if
they were to replace the Pell
Grant with this sort of a pro
gram? It would take away a
student’s entitlement and re
place it with committment.”
Kane said students cur
rently fighting against its pas
sage may already be out of
school and thus unaffected by
any changes in the financial aid
program.
“There’s no way to pre
dict how long it will take to pass
it,” she said. "It’s been assigned
to three different subcommit
tees for debate; it’s already been
debated before the Education
and Labor Committee, but there
will probably be another hear
ing there in the near future. And
it still has to go before the
Armed Services and the Veter
ans’ Affairs Committees, so it
.could take awhile yet.”

Aurora Slide Show
Chalfant Hall
9:00 p.m.
Cost $1.00
Must bring card if you want to
pick up your yearbook
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Tell me a story
Eddy Love reads to Curtis Hammit, Sheila Hagar and another ONU student.
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Sun, blanket and Rook
Judy Byrd and Angela Matson spend Sunday afternoon "Studying" at Kankakee
River State Park.

The heat is on
When it gets too hot to concentrate inside Rich Antrim just goes outside takes the shoes off and picks up the bo

mm
;«TV >f#1

■#a •*»:,
What a major
Elementary education major Dawn Thorn has the privelage of holding her class wherever she wants.

Stuck between a rock and a hard place
Paul Baker, Brad Wolfe and Rodney Hale bound their spot
River State Park.

*^ >
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•re taking their exam s
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Are Denise Roberts, Cindy Johnson and Lori Halterman really
studying or are they waiting for guys to come out of Hills?

SM I!

I ♦ &s*1 #

Photography by Gary Jenkin
d picks up the book.

bound their spot in the sun at Kankakee

As if spring fever
and senioritis aren't bad
enough....
Students trying
to concentrate on their
studies face one sort of
obstacle or another ev
ery year around this
time. But this year we
have had to deal with
summer weather in
April, as well.
T e m p e r a tu r e s
have hovered in or near
the 80s all week; the air
conditioner in the li

Gazebo get awav
The gazebo was the place for Tchule Nyirongo to just get away and begin preparing for final exams.

brary has been broken,
and most dorm rooms
are without air condi
tioning.
Result: instant
study-time blahs.
But
students
haven't given up, as
these pictures indicate.
The gazebo, Decker
Quad and even the
Kankakee River State
Park have become study
centers as students work
on preparing for their
final exams.

P age 8/G limmekG lass-A p r i l 27,1989

New council members attend conference
C hris J ones
S taff W riter

On April 15at6a.m .,five
students and two faculty sponsors
left from Olivet to catch their
plane to Columbus, Ohio where
they would meet together with
about 80 more students from the
other Nazarene colleges in the
United States and Canada.
Olivet students included
A.S.G. President Mike Deckard,
A.S.G President-elect Pam
Stouder, Vice President-elect for
Spiritual Life, Chris Jones, Vice
President-elect for Social Life
Derek Mitchell, and Vice Presi
dent-elect of Finance, Shelly
Armstrong. The sponsors were
Dean Grover Brooks and Dr. Ottis
Sayes.
The purpose of N.S.L.C.
was for students of the same of
fices to meet together and ex
change ideas and goals. This was
also an opportunity for each
school to meet separately and

bond together as individual coun
cils.
The first session of the
conference began at the Radisson
Hotel in Columbus, near the host
school, Mount Vernon Nazarene
College. The special speaker was
Rev. Randell Davey from Kansas
City who spoke on the topic of
leadership.
Sunday evening was spent
at a campground near Mount
Vernon's campus which began
with supper followed by games.
When the sun went down every
one gathered together for a time of
singing and sharing and prayer.
In addition, one night the
students exchanged their school
sweatshirts.
The students are back at
their respective schools and ready
to implement what they learned at
N.S.L.C. Some students will
even return to next year’s conven
tion which will be held at Olivet

Five Olivet students attended this year's National
Student Leadership Conference including: Vice
President-elect for Social Life, Derek Mitchell,
Vice President-elect of Finance, Shelly Arm-

strong, current ASG President, Mike Deckard, ASG President-elect, Pam Stouder, and Vice President-elect for
Spiritual Life, Chris Jones. (Photo courtesy of Pam
Stouder)

ASG project planned
S usan

"This is the most feasible idea and
made the most sense for the cam
pus," Deckard said. "We're think
ing about putting in some flowers,
trees and benches. The area is dull
as it is."
Deckard feels these addi
tions will enable more visitors to
enjoy the gazebo. "Right now, if
there's somebody in the gazebo,
no one will go in there,” he said.
"This way, people will be abler to
spend time there without feeling
like they're intruding on some
one."
The ASG council had a
local landscaper draw up plans to
give various ideas of what could
be done with the area. The
council’s next step will be the
proposal of the project to ONU
Administration for approval. If it
passed, Deckard said, it would be
up to the school when the land
scaping would be done.

M c Intosh

S taff W riter

3988-89

Aurora to be distributed tonight

■

Aurora Editor Daree McWilliams and Editor-elect I annual slide show, and will also be available
Shelly Comstockexamine one of the 1988-89 year- Friday intheAuroraoff.ee. (Photocourtesy
books. The books will be distributed tonight after th e B o f Gordon Wickersham)

For its annual contribu
tion to the school, the Associated
Student Government (ASG)
Council has decided to fund a land
scaping project around Olivet's
gazebo, which was donated by the
Class of 1987 and is located be
tween Ludwig Center and Wisner
Hall.
Many ideas were pro
posed at a council meeting for the
project, including purchasing a
van for student traveling groups,
and supplying new computers for
ASG. MRA President Rod Run
yon suggested the landscaping,
and it was chosen as the best proj
ect for the council.
ASG President Mike
Deckard explained what made the
council decide on the landscaping.

Job Opening

| - -

The GlimmerGlass is looking for a student who is familiar with basic accounting prin
ciples and Lotus 1-2-3 for the position of b u s i n e s s m a n a g e r for the 1989-90 school

I

year. Responsibilities include bookkeeping and collecting accounts receivables. Flexible
hours. Excellent experience for resume. Interested students should contact Denise
Roberts or Bob Manville at 939-5315 im m e d ia te ly to discuss qualifications and wages.

M arketing C om m unications

Commercial Printing

COUPON — — - I

TWO SMALL
PIZZAS

I
1

"O N E T O PPIN G "
S P E C IA L

|

CHEESE AND ONE TOPPING

i
I
I

G & G /B ro a d w a v

-

$ 5 .6 0

P lu s T a x

EXTRA CHEESE AVAILABLE
AT ADDITIONAL COST
No Limit O n Q uantity. Not Valid With
Any O ther Offer. Carry O ut Only
Coupon Expires May-8-89

"C O U P O N —

TWO MEDIUM
PIZZAS

Y — — — CO UPO N “ “ ”

|

TWO LARGE
PIZZAS

"O N E T O PPIN G "
I
"O N E T O PPIN G "
S P E C IA L
S P E C IA L
CHEESE AND ONE TOPPING | CHEESE AND ONE TOPPING

$7
.7 0
■ • "

Plus Tax

EXTRA CHEESE AVAILABLE
AT ADDITIONAL COST

345 West Broadway
Bradley Illinois 60915
815/933-8181

No Limit on Q uantity. Not Valid With
Any O ther Offer. C a n y O ut Only
Coupon Expires May-8-89

M IX OR MATCH!
USE THESE COUPONS FOR:

j* 1 0 .2 5
i
I

Plus Tax

EXTRA CHEESE AVAILABLE
AT ADDITIONAL COST
No Limit On Q uantity. Not Valid With
Any O ther Offer. C arry O ut Only.
Coupon Expires May-8-89

PANIFAN! (2 SQUAREPANPIZZAS) ^ : .
PIZ2AIPIZZÀI(2 ROUNDPIZZAS) < >. I
ORONEOFEACHK1SQUAREPANPCZAAND
1 ROUND PISA)
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Cost of enrollment
for 1989-90 increases
The total of tuition, fees,
room and board for students with
12 to 18 hours of courses at Olivet
Nazarene University in 1989-90
will be $4,313 per semester, up
from $4,014 in the current year.
Because of support from
Nazarene churches, alumni and
friends, the cost of enrolling is
still in the lower quadrant of col
leges and universities.
The tuition charge for full
time (12 to 18 credit hours) stu
dents will be $2,706 a semester.
Registration and general fees for a
semester remain $68. Room and
board for those living in campus
residence halls will be $1,539.
In Illinois, 40 private col
leges and universities have higher
charges than Olivet. All of the

major Christian colleges and uni
versities of the Midwest also have
higher charges than Olivet.
The Olivet charges are
comparable to those for a full
time student living on campus at
Midwestern state universities such
as the University of Illinois, Indi
ana, Michigan or Wisconsin.
Nazarene churches of the
Midwest contribute more than $2
million each year through their
educational budget. This become
equivalent to at least a $1,000
“built-in” scholarship for ever
full-time student at Olivet
through reduced tuition rates.
This article was provided
courtesy o f Gordon Wickersham
from The Olivetian.

Advertisers
keep your
cost to a
minimum.
Support
those who
support you.
R o b ert M a n v ille ,

GlimmerGlass
Business M a n a g e r
Olivet students will be paying almost $300 per semester more for the
1989-90 school year. Despite the increase in charges Olivet costs still
remain in the lower 25 percent of all American colleges and universities.
(GlimmerGlass photo by Jeff Keys)

College Graduates Make No Down Payment and Defer
Your First Payment for 90 Days.
You worked hard to earn your college degree. But now it’s time to join
the real world. Pound the pavement. Get that first job.
A new car could come in handy. So as a reward for those countless
essays and all-nighters, your Chicagoland/Northwestern Indiana Pontiac
Dealers have made it easier than ever to own a new Pontiac.
Buy your new Pontiac under GMAC’s College Graduate Finance Plan
and we’ll make your down payment equal to 5 %of the agreed upon selling
price.* You can also get up to $1000 cash back, or 2.9% GMAC financing,
depending on the model you choose.** See your dealer for details.
The Graduate Finance Plan. Proof positive of the value of an education.

We’vemadeit easier
foryoutogetyourfoot
in the door.
Chicagoland/Northwestern Indiana
Pontiac Dealers
* To qualify, customer must be a graduating senior at a 4-year accredited institution or a graduate student; have a job or commitment for employment; no
derogatory credit references and can meet the monthly payment obligation. Not available in conjunction with any other GMAC program. “ For cash back or
2.9 annual percentage rate GMAC financing you must take delivery from dealer stock by June 5,1989. Length of finance contract is limited.

S po rts

N ew

T r a c k

C o a c h
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Coach Baker gets

100th victory

Tiger's winning streak reaches 12
Joe E wers
S taff W riter

After a sluggish first half
season, the Tiger baseball team
begins to wind down the 1989
campaign in a rather convincing
fashion.
The Tiger baseball team,
which is currently sporting a 12
game winning streak, bettered
their overall record to 25-12, just
five wins shy of the school record
30 wins. The Tigers stand at an
even 2-2 in the Chicago land ath
letic conference while holding
down a 7-2 record in district 20
action.
“I am very pleased with the
teams performance of late. I be
lieve that they now realize just
how good a team they really are,”
said fourth year Brian Baker.
Junior transfer Steve Lane
said “Early in the season we
weren’t really coming together as
a team, but now after almost a full
season of playing together, we
have formed a bond within the
team and that’s important.”

As oflate the Tigers’ bats
have been red hot with Junior
Trey Hansen leading the way with
a .406 batting average. Juniors
Darrin Davis and Don Schultheis
are not far behind with .368 and
.364 batting averages respec
tively. Davis also has a team high
28 runs batted in.

The pitching staff contin
ues to shine for the Tigers. Junior
Mike Vallangeon (5-0) has a
team, as well as, District 20 hov/
earned run average of 1.29. Sen
ior Dan Springer and Junior Mike
Walling have upped their records
to 5-1 and 4-1 respectively. So

phomore Rollie Thill continues to
lead the team with 30 strike outs
compared to 17 walks given up.
On April 24 the Tigers not
only picked up a conference vic
tory, but a milestone was reached
as well. Brian Baker received his
100th victory in just four years as
head coach at Olivet. “That’s a

big milestone in any coach’s ca
reer, but I give all the credit to the
players because they are the ones
going out and winning,” said
coach Baker.
The Tigers will be closing
out their regular season schedule
May 6 and if they qualify will
begin District 20 play May 9-11.

ip

Olivet grad returns
as new track Coach
S usan M c Intosh
S taff W riter

START YOURCLIMB
TOCAREERSUCCESSTHIS SUMMER.
Apply now for six weeks of Army ROTC
leadership training.. With pay, without
obligation.
You’ll develop the discipline,
confidence, and decisiveness it takes to
succeed in any career. And you’ll qualify
to earn Army officer credentials while
you’re completing your college studies.

ARMY ROTC
TWO-YEAR PROGRAM
THE SM ARTEST COLLEGE
COURSE YOU CAN TAKE.

(PMS: Localize Here)

Although he’s new to the
faculty, ONU’s Head Track
Coack isn’t new to Olivet. Roger
Latham-Jones graduated from
ONC in 1983 and returned at the
beginning of, the ’88-’89 year to
start work on a Master of Arts and
Teaching degree. Latham-Jones,
however, had no idea that he
wouldbe taking his current coach
ing position.
“This job really just fell
into place,"saidLatham-Jones. “I
was looking to get further experi
ence in the assistance program,
then the athletic director, Larry
Watson, started talking to me
about the head coach position.”
Track hadn ’t been a part of
Latham-Jones’ recent past: he
worked in management in Texas
before returning to Olivet with his
wife, Angela, who works as a
professor in Olivet’s Speech and
Communication
department
However, he had been involved in
the sport nine years throughout
high school and college. LathamJones feels his first-hand knowl

edge as a student of Olivet has
helped his work as a coach.
“I didn’t come in totally
unfamiliar. Since I’ve been back,
I’ve noticed a greater interest in
developing a stronger athletic
program.”
The coach is very inter
ested in continuing to cultivate
that interest. Right now, Olivet’s
track team has about 20 runners.
Both Tim Hammond and Tammi
Williams have qualified for the
NAIA national championship.
They will leave for California on
May 27,1989.
Olivet scouts have been
recruiting runners from all over
the country. This, in addition to
the strong runner presently on
Latham-Jones team, has given the
coach enthusiasm for a growing
program.
“Every kid I’ve got run
ning is dedicated,” he stated. “I’m
really pleased with the corps of
freshmen we’ve got here and
we’ve recruited some ^strong
people. This* is only the begin
ning.”
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Win, lose o r draw, it's s till only a game...
Somewhere out there
someone is scratching their head
in frustration and asking, '
"What's this guy’s mug doin’ on
the sports pages, for pity's
sakes?" And my response is that
this seemed like the best place to
say what I have to say this time
around.
Read on, MacDuff, and
all shall be made clear.
Once upon a time (and
yet not all that long ago, if you
stop to think about it), all it
really took for the boys in the
neighborhood to have a good
time playing ball was an empty
lot, the proper equipment,
enough fellows to make up two
teams, and a captain willing to
let Little Brother play on his
team.
Yes, those were the good
old days. But I don’t know if
there even is such a thing as
neighborhood ball games
anymore. And, quite frankly, I
miss them. Because what we
now have in its place — a
premature striving for profes
sionalism that affects the
attitudes of both player and
spectator — is a lot less fun.
To some degree it has
always existed, this pressure that
we inflict upon our young
athletes. And it’s not altogether
a bad thing, because it does
teach a child to strive to do the

very best job that he can, a
lesson that will serve well in all
areas of his life. But it seems to
me that the pressure begins at far
too early an age these days. First
there’s mom and pop out in the
back yard, teaching their little
boy or girl how to play the game
(by the way, whatever happened
to “It’s not whether you win or
lose, it’s how you play the
game?” Was it only a myth?);
then come the coaches in the
little league and junior high
school teams preping their
charges for the rigors of a high
school athletic career.
If the child is especially
talented, four years of high
school stardom are followed by
another four at the collegiate
level before going on to pursue
what is for some the ultimate
dream: the PROFESSIONAL
arena.
Along the way that child
may have experienced a good
deal of success, but he or she has
also experienced emotional
trauma so great that we armchair
athletes can not even compre
hend it. And anyone who
believes that such trauma is re
stricted to the upper levels of
athletics (high school and above)
had better guess again.
The impact such trauma
can have on a youngster with a
passion for success and recogni-

cool because he decided that two
of his teammates weren’t giving
S m a l l him the chance to impress that
T a l k coach, and as a result the coach
told him afterward that he would
B y J ohn A . S mall
most likely never make a career
of professional sports with an
attitude like that.
And all too often such
tion is acute, and eventually all
pressure
will manifest itself in
the fun goes out of the sport. If
other,
more
dangerous ways.
9 young basketball player is
Consider all the recent news
benched, for example, he may
stories concerning the collapse
ponder for days because he is
of
the University of Oklahoma’s
suddenly unsure of his abilities.
football
program. And this sort
The coach, also caught up with
of thing is happening at colleges
the idea of winning, may
all over America; the Sooners
unwittingly harass players or let
simply had the misfortune of
his personal emotions get the
better of him in the treatment of getting caught. It can happen at
any college anywhere; without
his charges.
the proper precautions it could
(I don’t know who
decided that the “Bobby Knight- one day even happen here.
Believe it.
temper tantrum” style of
Compounding all of this
coaching is the best method to
is the problem of unruly fans at
use, but as far as I’m concerned
all levels of the athletic arena.
that individual needs to be
Fans of opposing teams are
soundly thrashed about the head
constantly getting into brawls of
and shoulders...preferably with
one sort or another. Just a week
aa aluminum baseball bat)
or so ago a group of people died
Because any professional
success promises great economic just trying to get in to see a
soccer game! That’s the second
potential, even the most excep
time in recent history that there's
tional athlete will feel consider
able strain. I remember the story been a tragedy of this nature sur
of the high school All-American rounding that game.
And it isn’t much better
who found out one evening that
here in the States. Just about a
the coach of a pro basketball
year and a half ago a fight of
team was in the stands doing
epic proportions broke out at a
some scouting; the boy lost his

local high school soccer tourna
ment — not between the
opposing teams, but between
their parents! It took the
officials so long to break up the
fight that the game had to be
completed the following day.
I was there. I saw it. And
my response is the same now as
it was then: "C'mon, it's only a
game!"
As I said before, there’s
nothing at all wrong with
wanting to succeed. We all want
to put forth the best possible
effort in our chosen fields that
we can. But the attitudes
developed over the years in
sports competition can influence
a person’s entire life, as well as
the lives of friends and family,
long after an athletic career has
come to an end. And the desire
to succeed at any cost can exact
an incredible toll.
Who should know this
better than Kareem Abdul
Jabbar? This is a man who has
had all the success as a pro
athlete that anyone could want,
but at a price. When he was
asked a few years back if still
enjoyed playing basketball, he
just shook his head and mut
tered, “It is hard work. Maybe
I’ll think differently afterward.”
Maybe he will. Maybe
not. Either way, so much for the
theory of sports as recreation....

Im m e d ia te J o b O p e n in g s
Positions are available on the 1989-90 GlimmerGlass
staff in the following areas:
•rep ortin g

» co p y e d itin g

•ad s a l e s

«cartoon in g/artw ork

•d ata en try

« p h o to g r a p h y

This work offers students valuable resume experience
as well as the opportunity to meet a variety of people. If
your are interested in working for Olivet's student news
paper, please stop by the GlimmerGlass office in the
lower level of Ludwig Center and fill out an application
to d a y . For more information contact Denise Roberts or
Gary Jenkin at 939-5315.

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS THIS SUMMER!
WM
Ü;

Staff needed a t ca m p Shaw-waw-nas-see
near Kankakee II. Rockclimbing instructor,
male cabin counselors, m aintenance
assistant, food service assistants needed.
$1000.00-$ 1400.00 plus room and board 6/38/14. $1400.00-1700.00 plus room and board
Ô/3-9/5. Call 815/933-3011for application.

E n ter ta in m en t

C a l v in a n d

H o b b e s:

F ea tu r e a n d

R e v ie w
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A boy and his tiger:
'Kid-dom ' personified
J ohn A. S mall

Special Feature: Thief in the Night
MERE ARE! FOR THE MUNDJÌEPTH
WE GOING ? J TIME, WERE GOINS
TO A WEDDING.
NOW GET 'N THE
C A R . TOUR DADS
WAITING.

WERE ONE! GOINS
BUT WHAT
IF I FORGOT TO BE GONE
SOMETHING? CNERNIGUT.
TOUlL GET BT

m

BOT, I DIDNT
THINK WE'D £KW
HOORMY/ GET HOME. THE
WHOIE TRIP WAS
NON I
ONE LONG COM
GET TO
.SSH oßBES! PLAINT ABOUT
LEAVING HOBBES
K BEHIND.

NELL. NERE F1NALLT HOME.'

NEXT TIME
WE SHOULD
TAKE THE
TIGER AND
FORGET THE
KID.

GOSH, ITS DRAFTV
I INHERE..
/

THE
WINDOW'S
SMASHED/
LOOK AT
THE GLASS!

|

SOMEBODY

m e ■

hobhes/

■Hi

]vm

Mz_

OHMXGcsh .’.' Somebody
BROKE IRTO C O R HOUSE.'/
I l l CALL

\ m POUCE!

3 ,

I CANT BELIEVE
THIS IS HAPPENING!
LOOK AT THIS
, OH, I
KNEW WE
ROOM.1
SH0ULDNT
HAVEIEFT
HIM HERE!

HOBBES!

H

M l

MOM, I CANT ITS OK, CALVIN.
FIND HOBBES! CALM DOWN.
I'M SURE
HELP ME FIND
HIM! WHAT IF Í HOBBES IS
WHAT IF THEV..
HERE SOME
WHERE.

I DONT THINK ANNONE WOULD
STEAL A STUFFED TIGER.
C'MON, LETS GO LOOK.
BUT HOBBES
IS S O

TRUSTING..

7

■
m
I TOLD MOM AND DAD WE
LEFT HOBBES BEHIND... I
TRIED TO GET THEM TO TURN
aro und a n d c o m e b a c k ...
AND NOW LOOK, HOBBES WAS
ALL ALONE WUEN CUR HOUSE
WAS BROKEN INTO/

\ .V

MERE HEIS, CALVIN/
i found Hobbes:

TOO FOUND HIM/ HE'S FINE.
HE WAS
IS HE O K ? ?
HE'S NOT HURT, UNDER
THE BED
IS H E ?
COVERS.

HOBBES, I'M IT LOOKS LIKE
SO GLAD TO WE'RE A WHOLE
FAMILV AGAIN.
S E E -TOO/.'
Vo u r e s a f e
an d so u n d /
(sn iff 1) and
NOW I AM

TOO/

I'VE SWEPT UP OK, l'L L GET
SOMETHING TO
Mo st o f t h e
COVER UP THE
GLASS FROM
HOLE.
THE WINDOW.

H

DO NOU THINK ITS"
SAFE TO STAT
HERE TONIGHT?
SUPPOSE THE
BURGLARS COME
BACK ! ___

Police
SAID THETIS
DRIVE BT,
AND WEIL
LEAVE LOTS
OF UGHTS

the

BM

UGH, ITS SO CREEP"! KNOWING
THESE GOONS HAVE BEEN IN
OUR HOUSE. I DON'T FEEL
SAFE AT ALL. y ----------------- I KNOW. AND
THIS MUST
REALLY BE
SCARF FOR
A LITTLE WD
CALVIN.

GOSH, 1 CANT
WAIT TO TELL
EVERYONE AT
SCHOOL HOW
o u r Ho u s e
GOT ROBBED/

BE SURE TO
SAT WHO SCARED
THE BURGLARS
AWM AFTER
THEÍ TOOK THE
TV AND JEWELRV.

F eatures E ditor

There’s a series of cartoons in the most recent
Calvin And Hobbes paperback collection, Yukon Ho!, in
which Hobbes - the stuffed tiger, who comes to life
whenever he and Calvin are alone - has tied Calvin to a
chair and makes him miss his dinner. We know Hobbes has
done this; we saw him do it, after all.
But when his father finds Calvin in his room and
sets him free, the question arises: how did he really get tied
up? Dad doesn’t believe his explanation of Hobbes being
at fault, and who can blame him? After all, Hobbes is but
a toy. His “personality” is merely a product of the boy
Calvin’s hyperactive imagination. And yet, Calvin
couldn’t possibly have tied himself up in such a fashion.
Could he?
It’s this kind of impossibility that has become the
rule for the best of fantasies. Did Alice really go through
the looking glass? Was Dorothy really in Oz? Is Hobbes a
stuffed tiger who acts real around Calvin, or a real tiger
who pretends to be a toy around everyone else?
The question may make for some interesting philo
sophical debate, but in theenditreally doesn’tmatter. Sam
Watterson himself has said that answering the question of
Hobbes’ existence in reality doesn’t interest him much.
And this is just as it should be, for to unlock the mystery
of Hobbes’ existence would only serve to take away from
the strip’s chief appeal: the life of Calvin.
Calvin, you see, is the personification of Kid-dom.
He is a wholly self-centered individual, dedicated only to
his own self-gratification. In pursuit of this completely
understandable childhood goal, he acknowledges no ob
stacle: not parents, not teachers, not classmates. Not even
Hobbes. Calvin is quite literally childhood unbound, and
the comedy of the strip arises from the outrageousness of
his assault upon the world of adults.
The real world, ladies and gentlemen. Our world.
And always there, right in the thick of things
alongside his pal, is the tiger Hobbes. Hobbes is a most
interesting character. At times he acts as a counselor,
giving useful advice and partaking in the most personal
moments of his master’,s life. Other times he’^ a rival, a
competetor at their childish games. And still other times he
is the passive sidekick, just going along innocently with the
latest scheme hatched in the mind of that supreme dreamer,
Calvin.
Always, though, he is Calvin’s best friend. And we
can easily see that his love for the boy is genuine, regardless
of his own reality.
Together they are quite a pain Hobbes subtle and
philosophical alongside the louder and obnoxious Calvin.
Each is funnier in contrast to the other than they would be
by themselves. Quite simply, they need one another. And
we need them.
One of the most interesting aspects of the strip is the
way in which its success is beyond the understanding of its
creator. A political science major in college, Watterson
named the stars for his strip after John Calvin, the protestant reformer of the 16th century, and Thomas Hobbes, the
social philosopher of the 17th century. Watterson has
referred to the move as “an inside joke for poly-sci
majors,” and often characteristics of these historical fig
ures will creep into the boy and his tiger (albeit in a
hysterical fashion).
But Watterson knows thatpeople don’t want to read
a comic strip for its historical allusions. The public wants
entertainment, pure and simple, and he has provided it in
a big way. C&H is clearly America’s hottest strip. After
slightly over three years in syndication it appears in over
600 papers (by comparison, it took Peanuts and Beetle
Bailey each nearly a decade to achieve this feat). But ask
the man to explain the strip’s popularity, and you’re liable
to get a blank stare in reply.
“Really, I don’t understand it,” Watterson said in a
recent interview in The Comics Journal, “since I never set
out to make Calvin and Hobbes a popular strip. I just draw
it for myself....”
The rest of us should be thankful that he does. Sur
rounded on the comics pages by trendy yuppies, sarcastic
cavemen and smart-mouthed kitty-cats, Calvin And Hob
bes stands out as an oasis of wit, grace, and surprise...and
it reminds us that there is nothing so incredible - and so
beautiful - as the world of a child.

